Religious life in the Czech Republic after the fall of the totalitarian regime 
Our modern history begins with the night of April 14, 1950, when the totalitarian Communist regime raided monasteries, deported their inmates without allowing them to take anything with them, banned the existence of religious orders, confiscated all their property and, without making any compensation for it, used the church property not only for 40 years of Communism but has been using most of it up to the present day.

Some say that we should not have been concerned primarily with repairs of buildings in the 1990s and that we should have rather put emphasis on more spiritual themes. However, our communities found themselves in a situation which actually equalled a post-war condition. The Church and religious orders in particular were returning to dilapidated buildings. This was because the state returned them buildings that required immense reconstruction costs while it kept the material means from which the buildings could be repaired. Most of our religious orders therefore spent their funds on the repair of the “returned property” and, subsequently, were not able to launch full activity in the health, social and educational sphere, which, however, the present-day society expects from them. In addition, religious orders lack enough nuns in working age who could provide these services to the desired extent.
In spite of all difficulties, the brothers and sisters of the consecrated life are doing all their best and try to serve all who need it.
The following are examples of newly launched activities: 
· Religious communities become the founders of church kindergartens, elementary schools, secondary schools as well as higher professional schools. Interest in church schools is shown even by atheist citizens who expect their children to be led to discipline, industriousness and proper life principles.

· Communities working with children and young people do so not only within religious education but also as part of their overall development in leisure time centres.
· Religious communities run boarding houses, particularly for young girls. This service is necessary mainly in large cities, where more professional schools are concentrated. Parents are obliged for the proper environment in which their children are accommodated.
· The religious teach at theological and other faculties 

· Nuns work in hospitals, old people‘s homes and social care institutes. 
· Religious brothers and sisters take part in charity service, aid to drug addicts and mothers in need, provide pastoral care to ethnic minorities, particularly Romanies, etc.

· Some religious communities run retreat houses, e.g. the Capuchin monks have a house at the Loretánské square in Prague, the Redemptorists at Svatá hora and Králíky, the Jesuits at Hostýn, the Paulans at Vranov, and the nuns of Ss. Cyril and Method at Velehrad.

· Thanks to the care of religious orders, many pilgrimage sites have been revived by a new spirit. The presence of religious communities, their regular prayer and pastoral care of pilgrims have given these sites order and a new life.

· The religious take an important part in pastoral care. The religious, particularly the Franciscans, Capuchins and Salesians, are regularly available for confession. 
· The religious provide significant help to individual parishes. Many of them live in their own religious communities while visiting parishes regularly. The presence and work of female religious communities in parishes is perceived positively.

· The religious are behind the establishment of Catholic publishing houses, such as the Carmelite Publishing House, the publishing house of Paulínky (the Daughters of Saint Paul) and Refugium run by Centro Aletti. 

There are still new vocations to the consecrated life, though they are not very numerous (as of Jan 1, 2009 there were 26 male novices and 21 female novices). Regarding the constant decline in the total number of religious brothers and sisters, lay people often take part in the work of religious communities. Together they respond to the urgent needs of our time and society, carrying out their services in their own, specific way. This situation leads by return to fuller understanding of the significance of consecrated life.
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