Caritas CR
Caritas Czech Republic is a legal entity in accordance with the Code of Canon Law (canon 312, 313). It is part (organisation) of the Roman Catholic Church registered in the Czech Republic pursuant to Act No. 3/2002 Coll., from which it derives its legal personality. 
Caritas CR is the biggest non-governmental provider of social and health services in the Czech Republic. (In 2007 it had more than 5,500 employees, over 40,000 volunteers and its total annual turnover exceeded 2 billion Czech crowns). The main activity of Caritas CR is aid provided to people in need in the Czech Republic but it also participates more and more in foreign humanitarian and development aid.

Caritas CR members are eight diocesan and Archdiocesan charities based in diocesan seats (Brno, České Budějovice, Hradec Králové, Litoměřice, Olomouc, Ostrava-Opava, Plzeň and Prague), the Czech Catholic Charity – Priests’ and Nuns’ homes, and the Greek Catholic Charity (founded in 2008). In the territory of individual Archdiocesan and diocesan charities, Caritas operates through regional, municipal and parish charities (there are over 360 local charities and their branches).
Social and health services 
Through health and social services Caritas helps people who find themselves in a difficult situation and are unable to solve it themselves. These services are provided to fellow citizens from early to senior age in the territory of the entire Czech Republic, in facilities operated by individual local charities.

Caritas offers its clients all types and forms of social services (defined by Social Services Act No. 108/2006 Coll., and related legislation), such as social counselling (basic and professional social counselling), social care services (personal assistance, charity nursing and health care services, day care, distress care, independent housing support, relief services,  centres of daily services, daily stationary facilities, weekly stationary facilities,  homes for handicapped persons, homes for seniors, homes for nuns and priests of the Czech Catholic Charity, homes with special regime, protected dwellings) and  social prevention services (early care, telephone help line, asylum homes, half-way homes, contact centres, crisis help, intervention centres, low-threshold daily centres and facilities for children and young people, hostels, subsequent care services, Social activation services for families with children,  seniors and handicapped persons, social therapeutic workshops, therapeutic communities, field programmes, social rehabilitation). Other services of social and health care character include hospices.  
Humanitarian and development aid 
Caritas CR has been providing humanitarian and development aid to territories afflicted by a natural disaster or a war conflict and to poor developing countries for a number of years already. In 2008, Caritas CR provided aid and cooperated in providing aid to Armenia, Burma, Belarus, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Chechnya (Russian Federation), Georgia, Haiti, India, Indonesia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kosovo, Moldova, Mongolia, Paraguay, Peru, Senegal, Slovakia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand, Uganda, Ukraine, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
Three-King Collection 
The nationwide Three-King Collection, organised by Caritas CR, is the biggest volunteer event in the Czech Republic. It has taken place nine times already. Revenues from the collection are used to finance charity projects to help the socially weak, the handicapped and the ill. Part of the revenues is sent as humanitarian aid abroad. This year, more than 14,500 carolling groups took part in the collection, which generated over 64 million crowns. 

Since 2008 the Caritas Award has been given to employees and volunteers nominated by the board of directors of Caritas CR for exceptional charity work.  

Caritas CR also runs an educational institute in Prague 2, in a building reconstructed for funds provided by the German Association of Charities (DCV). 
Caritas CR can be supported by volunteer help, joining a Three-King Collection group, “adopting” a child from a poor country of the third world or supporting some of its projects financially.

For more information see website www.charita.cz.
