5.1. Male Orders in the Czech Republic
  

At the moment, there are 93 independent male convents in the Czech Republic.765 are members of orders, out of which 65 are friars, 576 are priest candidates, and 26 are novitiates. The working fields of the orders in the czech Republic are as various as the church life itself: pastoral care, youth work, working at schools, educational and pastoral  work,, in social care and in mission. Many convents  have the legal and the pastoral responsibility for many parishes. The picture of the church in the Czech Republic is significantly shaped by the presence of orders and congregations. 

To ensure the future of their vocations and missions, these orders are looking for new and alternative forms of organization and work betwen young people. .
In the light of decreasing numbers of vocations and a growing incomprehension prevailing about convent life, orders in the Czech Republic have not yet intensified their efforts in the fields of public relations and communication.
 The religious life, like the czech Church,  is living moment of crisis: decepction with the freedom,  that now have like a consequence of the end of the comunism regimem. But it is necesary to do some more new things.It is necesary to have an „aggiornamento“ in some of the ways of living the religion life inside  and to show an atractive  face to the society. 
In any case  we can see some  new pastoral initiatives, such as help services, schools, city prayers and spiritual programs as well as social initiatives, but everything is just in the begining The strengths of orders lie in their ability to reach beyond borders of parishes in the country and help the bishop with the care of parishes (not enought diocesans priests). That the reason why many  orders are doing only sacramental work and not an evangelization work , more neceséry in this country.
Female Orders in the Czech Republic
There exist 166 women's convents in the Czech Republic, 11 of them are convents with enclosure and the rest are of active life.
The main concern of the sisters is the annunciation of the Gospels. Therefore a lot of sisters still work in the hospital or pastoral care in the parishes despite having reached retirement age. Prayer life - liturgical and personal prayer - is given the priority as far as possible.

For their work in hospitals, retirement homes, and schools, the sisters are searching for solutions to secure continuity, even if there will not be enough sisters available for the administration in the future.

 The cooperation with competent laypersons has proved to be useful. Also the possibility to combine work areas of the same congregation into holdings or school associations is a positive and trend-setting development which shows that the sisters feel responsible and also want to spiritually support the places they work in.

The orders and, in consequence, the sisters bear responsibility for hospitals and  schools

	Total number of sisters:  
	1639. Age average 54 years old. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total number of novitiates     
	21

	
	


 

                           

                            

                        

                                  

             

 

