Stará Boleslav to welcome its third papal visit 
On Sept 28, the solemnity of St. Wenceslaus, Pope Benedict XVI will visit the town of Stará Boleslav, where St. Wenceslaus died a martyr’s death in 935, within his journey to the Czech Republic. Following Clement VIII and John XXIII he will be the third pope to visit this town. The former two had, however, done so before they took the papal seat.
The visit of His Holiness Benedict XVI on the occasion of the National Pilgrimage to St. Wenceslaus will be the biggest event in Stará Boleslav since the mid-18th century, when the number of pilgrims to the Palladium of Czech lands amounted up to 50,000. Though the history of this significant pilgrimage site is over a thousand years old, the papal visit will be a unique and the first event of its kind here.
The long line of significant pilgrims to Stará Boleslav comprises saints, for example St. John of Nepomuk, emperors and kings, such as Charles IV, Ferdinand III, Leopold I, Maria Theresia and blessed Charles I, as well as scholars and writers, such as chronicler Kosma and Jesuit Bohuslav Balbín. Stará Boleslav has also welcomed two church representatives who later became popes.
In 1588, Cardinal Hippolito Aldobrandini, later Pope Clement VIII, arrived in the town of Brandýs nad Labem to visit Emperor Rudolph II at the local castle. „Villa ea est Rudolphi caesaris magnifice aedificata … this town of Emperor Rudolph is brilliantly built,“ Martinelli, an Italian member of the Cardinal’s suite, wrote about the royal town. A road from the town went past the old basilica of St. Wenceslaus and the church of St. Kliment to the beautiful imperial woods behind Stará Boleslav, on the edge of which the present magnificent Baroque church of the Assumption of Virgin Mary did not stand at that time.
Among the pilgrims who came to Stará Boleslav to pay tribute to St. Wenceslaus on the occasion of millennium celebrations in 1929, priest Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, who later became Pope John XXIII, entered his name in the visitor’s book together with Archbishop Kordač on August 15, the feast of the Assumption of Virgin Mary.
