St. Wenceslaus’ Town
There are only few places in the Czech Republic attached so closely to the origin of the Czech state as well as to the tradition of its Christian faith and culture. One of them is Stará Boleslav, a spiritual heart of Bohemia. Political power of the Czech nation is rooted there in the sacrifice of St. Wenceslaus, a thousand years of national history has linked Stará Boleslav to the greatest Czech personalities and Christian saints. Emperor Charles IV, “Father of the country,” personally devoted to St. Wenceslaus, loved this place. First archbishop of Prague, Arnošt of Pardubice, celebrated the Eucharist there. Author of the Kosmas’ Chronicle stayed there as well as Jesuit historian and great defender of the Czech language Bohuslav Balbín. Monarchs of the Habsburg dynasty built, protected and revered Boleslav, Czech patriots during the National Revival looked up to it, and thousands of pilgrims including representatives of the Church and State come to Stará Boleslav every year for the National Pilgrimage to St. Wenceslaus.

The martyrdom of Premyslid Prince Wenceslaus in Stará Boleslav is described in legends of Kristián and of Gumpold, it is narrated in the writings of Emperor Charles IV and these origins of Czech statehood are still a challenge for historians. The most famous is the story how Wenceslaus came to see his brother Boleslav, stayed over night despite his friends’ warnings, and was killed by Boleslav and his servants on Monday morning of the 28th September 929 (or 935) on threshold of the Ss. Cosmas and Damian church, where he wanted to participate in mass. The legend helped to preserve many memorable details, including a ring of the church’s door that Wenceslaus had held when dying; the ring has later been placed on the door of the St. Wenceslaus’ chapel in the Prague cathedral. The legend also describes transferring of St. Wenceslaus’ relics from his first tomb in Stará Boleslav to the rotunda of St. Vitus, this moment being the first testimony of his veneration as the patron saint of the Czech lands, the most important tradition of the Czech nation.

Historical centre of Stará Boleslav

Emperor Charles IV built a stone wall around Boleslav with two gates in it; one of them has been preserved. Chronicler Kosmas mentions much older walls built around the town in the 10th century by Prince Boleslav I in a Roman way “of stone and lime.” Historians proved this information in 1992 during an archaeological research when they found the wall’s foundations in a deanery garden.

Not far from the town gate and close to the St. Wenceslaus’ basilica there are Baroque houses of canons from 1733-1770 and a deanery built by Filip Spannbrucker in 1710-1712.

Also the square in Stará Boleslav is surrounded by many remarkable houses. Jesuit residence was built by the end of the 17th century and an emperor’s roadside inn was opened for pilgrims as early as in 1678. Former provost house from 1728-1734 and St. Podiven’s chapel next to the Our Lady’s church were built in 1738 with Dientzenhofer’s design.

During the reign of Emperor Joseph II, Stará Boleslav was enlarged and military post was built there. In 1874, significant railway line from Prague to Děčín was built in the neighbourhood and in 1898 Stará Boleslav was made town. New town hall was opened at the square in 1911 in the presence of Archduke Charles of Austria and his wife Zita of Bourbon and Parma. St. Wenceslaus’ tradition is symbolized in the square’s centre with a statue of the saint by sculptor Stanislav Sucharda.

Brandýs nad Labem – Stará Boleslav

This “town of two towns” with the longest municipal name in the Czech Republic came into being by joining two significant and historical towns together in 1960. It lies on both banks of the river Elbe, surrounded by flooded forests and pools of former Elbe’s branches. Neither of the towns lost anything of its importance by the union and today it is a natural heart of the Central Elbe Region.

Once a seat of emperors and kings, chateau in Brandýs nad Labem is one of the most significant monuments of the Renaissance architecture in Bohemia. It was a summer and hunting seat of monarchs and it is connected with Czech history. All kings and emperors of the Habsburg house stayed here during the four hundred years of its existence and until 1918 it was owned by the last sovereign of the Austrian-Habsburg dynasty, Blessed Charles I of Austria.

More info: www.staraboleslav.com and www.brandysko.cz
