Archbishop´s Palace
The Archbishop’s Palace near the Prague Castle is the third seat of Prague bishops and archbishops. The first residence of Prague bishops was a house near St. Vitus’s Cathedral known as “staré proboštství” (Old Provost House), most of which has been preserved in its original state up today.
The second seat of Prague bishops and archbishops was “Biskupský dvůr” (Bishop Manor-house) in Prague’s Lesser Town, where the Finance Ministry is housed at present. This spacious building, reaching up to the Mostecká street, was in the late Romanesque style built by Bishop Ondřej (Andrew, 1214 – 1224) in the 13th century.  In the 14th century it was rebuilt in the Gothic style by Bishop Jan (John) IV of Dražice (1301 – 1343). The residence was so luxurious that even King Václav (Wenceslaus) himself was envious of it (as W. W. Tomek writes). During the Hussite wars the house was burned down and destroyed. Archbishop Konrád of Vechta (Conrad of Vechta, 1413 – 1421) joined the Hussites, leaving the archbishop´s seat vacant since 1421.
After 140 years, Antonín Brus of Mohelnice (1561 – 1580), the grand master of the Knights of the Red Cross, was appointed Archbishop of Prague.
On Oct 5, 1561 Emperor Ferdinand I donated a house standing near the Prague Castle and once belonging to Florián Griespek of Grispach to Archbishop Antonín Brus and his successors as a new archiepiscopal seat. Within the first stage of building the residence, the ground plan most likely covered today’s first courtyard and the eastern part of the second courtyard. Archbishop Brus’s letters indicate that the original Gothic house was rebuilt, extended, raised in height and made part of the residence. Its medieval walls have been preserved here up today. From outside the residence corresponded to its time. The facade was covered by letter sgraffito with plant, figural and animal decor. On the eastern facade of the western wing of the first courtyard two symbolic scenes have been preserved – „Jakob´s dream“ and „A she-bear eating a wolf“ (probably an allegory of the church fighting heretics). Parts covered by letter sgraffito have also been preserved on interior walls that originally formed the outer facade.
Archbishop Zbyněk Berka of Dubá (1592 – 1606) rebuilt the entire palace in the Renaissance style. On Aug 29, 1599 a chapel on the southeastern side of the palace was consecrated and dedicated to „St. John the Baptist, St. Oldřich and all Saints to the honour of Almighty God and Blessed Virgin Mary“. In 1888 Archbishop Schönborn additionally dedicated the chapel to St. Jan Nepomucký (John of Nepomuk). Paintings on the chapel walls illustrate events from the life of St. John the Baptist. The central painting depicts a family legend of the Berkas of Dubá about the rescue of Prince Jaromír by St. John the Baptist from the clan of Vršovci. The ceiling in the presbytary features the Holy Trinity. The paintings are the authorised work of Daniel Alexius of Květná. The entrance portal to the chapel is made of marble from Slivenec and is decorated by the emblem of Archbishop Zbyněk Berka of Dubá, who was also the grand master of the Knights of the Red Cross.
Some minor rebuilding work took place also under Archbishop Ferdinand Sobek of Bilenberk in the years 1669 – 1675.

A new large reconstruction of the palace was carried out in the years 1676 – 1694 under Archbishop Jan Bedřich, count of Wallenstein, who invited architect J. B. Mathey from Rome. Mathey became a leading figure of Czech Baroque of the pre-Dientzenhofer period. Mathey’s reconstruction is the basis of today’s appearance of the palace, including a balcony that was annexed to the main front at that time. The balcony made of marble from Slivenec bears the inscription “Johannes Fridericus archiepiscopus Pragensis”.
The palace also underwent large reconstruction in the Rococo style under Archbishop Antonín Petr, count Příchovský of Příchovice (1764 – 1793). The reconstruction was the work of architect J. Wirch. He changed the height and width proportions of the building by adding lateral risalits to each side, thus arching over the street leading to the Šternberský palace (later Ernestinum, now the National Gallery). He also carried out changes in the interior, decorating representation rooms in the Rococo style. There are oval-shaped rooms in the lateral risalits. They were decorated with splendid fabric wallpapers, which were restored during the latest reconstruction. The eastern roundel contains silk wallpapers with plant and bird motives, while wallpapers in the western roundel are made of velvet.

Archbishop Příchovský also bought a precious collection of eight gobelin tapestries, set in gilded engraved frames. The gobelins known as „Les nouvelles Indes“ (New Indies) are the work of French painter François Desportes (1661 – 1743). Cartoons for the tapestries were exhibited in Paris in 1738 –1739 a 1741. In 1753 – 1759, after Desportes´death, the gobelins were woven by Neilson in a royal manufacture in Paris. The valuable gobelins depict a tropical landscape with exotic plants, people and numerous animals. They are lined with broad woven bordures, immitating the gilded engraved frames. Only the Prague and Vienna parts of this series have remained complete up today.

Archbishop Příchovský also furnished the rooms by period-style furniture. The sculptural and stucco decoration of the palace from that time is the work of artists from Ignác Platzer’s workshop. The front facade of the palace bears Archbishop Příchovský’s emblem depicting the archiepiscopal hat and three swan heads.

Archbishop Příchovský also built a new Rococo-style main staircase with a richly wrought chandelier, lamps and ballustrade. The stucco decorations and sculptures on the staircase are also the work of Ignác Platzer’s workshop.

Archbishop Petr Příchovský was succeeded by Vilém Florentin, prince Salm (1793 – 1810), who founded a garden close to the residence in 1794. The garden was partly located on a filled-up castle ditch at the place of today’s garden,  partly in the so-called Upper Deer Ditch. The archbishopric, however, lost the second part of the garden in a lawsuit in 1828.
Under Archbishop Schrenek (1838 – 1849) only minor construction work was carried out in the palace. It included the construction of a corridor behind the chapel, closing the chapel from the side of the street and making it darker. Only the cross on the roof of the annex bears witness of the location of the chapel.
Under Cardinal von Schwarzenberg (1850 – 1885) almost no repair work was done and the palace suffered considerable damage both inside and outside. Von Schwarzenberg gave out all his income both from the archiepiscopal property and from his family property at the Hluboká castle mostly to the poor. 
Cardinal František de Paula Schönborn (1885 – 1899) took care of a thorough reconstruction of the palace and its furnishings immediately after he took over the office. However, no changes in the lay-out or appearance of the building were made. The most important work was the repair of ceilings, during which the damaged beam heads were carried on steel rails. Cardinal Schönborn also had a new timber framing with slate roofing made on the main buildings. The facades of the main buildings got a new plaster, all rooms received new inlaid floors. In addition, stables were built. Gobelins were sent to Vienna to be cleaned. The present interior of the chapel originates from this time as well. The chapel was equipped with a new altar and candelabres designed by prof. Wachmann. Side altars were removed and the walls and rows were covered by wooden linings. Cardinal Schönborn also bought many pieces of period-style furniture. Platzer’s statues on the forefront, being in bad condition, were removed and replaced by vases. 
Cardinal Schönborn´s successor Cardinal Lev Skrbenský (1899 – 1919) continued in the reconstruction of the residence. In 1901, telephone was installed in the palace and several radical changes in the structure of ceilings were made as some ceilings were on the verge of collapse due to a bad condition of beams. Changes were also made in the lay-out. For example, the old staircase leading from the carriageway between the 2nd and the 3rd courtyards to the consistory was replaced by a new three-flight one. The former staircase of the original Griespek´s house had covered a considerable area. This construction work had no influence on the outer appearance of the building. Rooms in the consistory got new floors and filing cabinets. In 1906 electric lighting was installed. The kitchen was reconstructed in a very modern way and many other adaptations were made.
Under Archbishop František Kordač (1919 – 1931) and Cardinal Karel Kašpar (1931 – 1941), the facades were reconstructed.
Under Cardinal František Tomášek (1977 – 1991), onlz the facades were painted. More reconstruction work could not be done under the communist regime in the late 1980s.
The last thorough repair and reconstruction was carried out in the years 1995 – 1998 under the current Archbishop of Prague, Cardinal Miloslav Vlk. A survey made in the early 1990s showed that the building was in a critical condition and its reconstruction was unavoidable. There were substantial static defects both in horizontal and vertical structures and the state of all utility lines was far from satisfactory. In addition, in autumn 1993 a static accident occurred in the southeastern corner of the Archbishop’s Palace as a result of the construction of a collector to the Salmovský Palace conducted by the Prague Castle Administration.
Regarding the expected high costs of the planned reconstruction and the limited possibilities of the Roman Catholic Church, the Archbishop of Prague asked, in line with Act No. 218/1949 Coll., the Czech government for a financial assistance to ensure the reconstruction. The government’s positive stand to providing an investment subsidy worth 280 million crowns contributed to the decision to launch the reconstruction.
The company Konstruktiva Group, Konsit, a. s., was selected for this task in a public tender. Project documentation was drafted by the atelier AMA s. r. o. The reconstruction was planned to last from mid-1995 to end-1999.  
The reconstruction itself took place in several stages, while the archbishopric continued working without interruption. The work was extremely demanding in all aspects. It was particularly difficult to meet the demands of historians and conservationists. In this respect the work required a highly professional and sensitive approach of all workers. The reconstruction was completed one year earlier than originally expected, i.e. in 1998. Thanks to intensive efforts of all parties involved and the understanding of the contractor, the costs of the construction were cut so much that the state subsidy did not have to be drawn in full and 13.424 million crowns from the limit for 1998 could be returned to the state budget. Thanks to this, the construction did not burden the budget for 1999.
