Significance of the papal visit
The papal visit is an event that needs to be seen from various points of view. On one hand, it is a matter of the Czech Republic, but on the other hand, it is an event that concerns the whole of Europe and even the entire world. During the papal visit our country will be in the focus of the world media. Further, it is a church event – the Pope is arriving for a pastoral visit to the dioceses of Bohemia and Moravia. At the same time, he is coming as the head of state, invited by the President of the Czech Republic – it is therefore a state visit. Finally, it is a visit of the official head of the Catholic Church but also a visit of a world-renowned scholar and university teacher. The joint point of intersection is the fact that we must prepare for a significant public event during which we will meet one of the topmost personalities of our time.

Organisational preparations should not cloud the significance and content of the visit. Organisation is necessary and is not easy. There is certainly a lot of interesting things the media are writing and will write about. Unfortunately, superficiality and longing for scoops will no doubt make some journalists write about which way and how fast the Pope will travel, whether he will be protected more than President Obama was, what he will eat, where he will sleep and all this will end in tabloid-style speculations about whether the mattress on his bed will be made by the same producer as the one on which some celebrity singer or a politician sleeps.
If the visit is to bring any fruit to the Catholic Church, Christians and all believers but also to our society as a whole, we should prepare for the theme of the visit and try to understand who is coming. The Catholic Church has been trying to prepare church-goers spiritually for several months already. Two booklets called „Let us prepare for the visit of Pope Benedict XVI to the Czech Republic“and „A novena for the preparation for the visit of Pope Benedict XVI to the Czech Republic“are to help people learn more about the life and work of Benedict XVI, ponder over the three themes of the visit and get acquainted with the Pope Benedict XVI´s way of expressing himself in short selected parts of his speeches. Thus the Pope will not be an unknown person for them when they meet him. They will also be prepared for the themes of the visit, which focus on faith, hope and love, the three basic characteristics of a Christian. Thereby, discussion will focus on Christian identity and probably also on the role of Christians in society today. It is clear that those who will ponder over these themes as part of their spiritual preparation will not be surprised and more or less passive listeners but will become, in a way, the Pope’s partners in dialogue. Here lies the significance of spiritual preparation, to which the church is paying such a big attention. We may assume that representatives of the academic world, whom the Pope will address at a special meeting, are preparing in a similar way. If not, they are making a mistake. The same is true for political and public officials who are to meet the Pope in the Spanish Hall of the Prague Castle.
