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Greeting by Cardinal Miloslav Vlk, Archbishop of Prague
Stará Boleslav, September 28, 2009
Your Holiness,

It is a great joy for me that I can welcome you in Stará Boleslav, at the pilgrimage site of the martyrdom of St. Wenceslaus, the guardian of our homeland and the main patron saint of the Church in our country. I welcome you not only on behalf of the faithful gathered here, of priests and bishops from our country as well as abroad, but also on behalf of public because this day is a national holiday at the same time. This celebration is being transmitted by the media: the Czech Television and the Czech Radio as well as by our catholic Television Noe and Catholic radio Proglas all over our country and through the medium of EBU all over Europe. This is why I greet also all those who follow this event through media.
St. Wenceslaus, whose venerable relics you have bowed to a short while before the beginning of this church service in the basilica consecrated to him, represents the national Christian tradition in our country which is even called “St. Wenceslaus’ tradition”. The female eagle of St. Wenceslaus we have chosen for the logo of your visit is a historical emblem of our country, and the St. Wenceslaus hymn, which will be sung at the end of the celebration, had been our national hymn up to the 19th century. We understand the fact that you have come to meet with us and with the whole Czech nation on this day as a sign of reverence to the spiritual heritage of our history.

We are also gathered at a Marian place of pilgrimage where pilgrims worship the memorable picture of Virgin Marry that St. Ludmila presented to her grandson St. Wenceslaus. Legend has it that she received it from St. Method on the occasion of her baptism. Today, it is 400 years since the picture was proclaimed the “Palladium of the Czech Lands”.

The Eucharistic communion with you at today’s celebration is mostly formed by young people. Many of them have met you in Cologne and Sydney. They have come not only to greet you and renew this communion with you but also to listen to your words of orientation. They know well that you are an important directive authority for the life of both the individual and the whole society in today’s world. Their hearts are open and they are awaiting your words.

May these reverend moments in deep and broad mutual communion with our patron saints, with all the pilgrims present here and with the rest of our nation gathered by means of the media; these moments with the Word of God and with the risen Christ in our midst be a great celebration of the Trinity and a commemoration of our spiritual Christian roots and of the pillars of our history.

PAGE  
1

