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Welcoming of Pope Benedict XVI in Brno by Bishop Vojtěch Cikrle
Brno-Tuřany Airport, September 27, 2009
Holy Father, I welcome you sincerely in Brno.

I am very pleased that I can welcome and greet you also on behalf of the communion of believers and all the inhabitants of the Brno Diocese, of the Brno city and of the South Moravian Region, on behalf of all the pilgrims who have come here to welcome and greet you.

You have come as the successor of the apostle Peter from Rome where St. Peter, St. Apostle Paul and countless others with them proclaimed Christ and shed their blood for Him. Thanks to their testimony, the Gospel has reached us, too. This is the first time in the history of the Brno Diocese since its foundation in 1777 that a successor of Peter visited it. Our cathedral is consecrated to the two great apostles – St. Peter and St. Paul. Therefore, welcome home, your Holiness.

The time of this meeting, so extraordinary to us thanks to your presence here, is also the time of the Sunday Eucharist which is to all Christians a joyful celebration of Christ’s victory over sin and death – the Lord’s Day. Christ Victorious unites us.

We may celebrate the Eucharist through the gift of priesthood that has been ordained by Christ at the Last Supper, before He Himself became an offer on the Cross for the salvation of the world. It is the gift of priesthood that you, Holy Father, have put to the center of our attention this year by declaring the Year for Priests. Please, accept our thanks for this. I also welcome you with joy on behalf of all the bearers of the sacramental priesthood present here.

Today’s theme is hope and our hope is Christ. Thank you for coming to anchor us in this knowledge and encourage us. In turn, be encouraged by the presence of numerous families at this meeting. I welcome you in their name as well.

Holy Father, we want to quieten down now and join in prayer with you to celebrate the Sunday Eucharist at the mass you will be offering.
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