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Your Holiness – our dear brother in Christ,

It is a great privilege and joy to all of us that we can meet you on the occasion of your visit to the Czech Republic. As representatives of the churches – of the oekoumene in the Czech Republic we value this meeting and we welcome you also on behalf of the believers of our denominations.

In the year of your visit to the Czech Republic, we are commemorating twenty years of civil and religious freedom since the fall of the totalitarian regime. It is an opportunity for us to reflect more deeply on how well we have used these God-given years of freedom to serve the needy and to share Christ’s Gospel of grace and love. We realize very strongly that in the very heart of Europe, as we sometimes view our homeland for its geographical and historical position between the West and the East, our situation is not easy. We belong to countries that have been struck heavily by atheist propaganda of various degrees as well as by pluralism and relativism. We feel that only as the whole Christian people we can bear witness to Christ trustworthily and develop anew our service, which was restricted for years by war and later by communism. On the other hand, we realize the unique heritage of the ecumenical movement in our country. At the time of oppression of the churches, many clerics and laics suffered together, prayed together, encouraged each other in their prison cells and during secret sacral and educational activities with no regard to their church affiliation. That is where walls of prejudice crumbled and a new ecumenical movement was born.

Our country is known for a continuous abysmal split from the Catholic Church since the times of the Reformation. The persona of John Huss has been dividing both the Church and the understanding of our history for centuries. We are grateful that, thanks to the initiative of many professional theologians and historians, under the aegis of your predecessor, Pope John Paul II, a historical symposium was held in Rome which helped us view John Huss as a Christian personality of the Middle Ages who can unite people and whose personal traits and struggle for the truth may inspire us in our present struggles as well.

In the context of the Charta oecumenica, we realize that there are many tasks in the individual churches and denominations that we cannot manage but by serving and working together. The ecumenical translation of the Scripture, which was made by numerous scholars from most of the churches over many years, is a very good heritage. The Ecumenical Council of Churches cooperates very well with the Czech Bishops’ Conference. We prepare and discuss numerous projects together. We send chaplains to the Czech Army, to the prison service and recently to hospitals and medical institutions as well. We take turns in broadcasting church services in radio and on television. We organize ecumenical church services and in numerous towns, priests and pastors meet to pray and prepare joint projects of community service. We have even carried out some evangelization activities and we are gradually developing social service. Most of the churches have signed the Charta oecumenica to bind themselves to further cooperation and dialogues in mutual respect. We experience in our society that good service of any of our churches lends credibility to all Christians, but also that an error of any of our churches is paid for by a loss of credibility for all.

On the road of ecumenical cooperation, we still do experience moments when our longing for unity is not quite fulfilled. We recognize the trinitarian baptism mutually but we still cannot celebrate the Eucharist together. We are aware of these obstacles, yet we yearn to be able to share the mystery of Lord’s sacrifice at His table.

Many of us have read your books and know your encyclicals and pastoral letters. We appreciate your closeness to the Holy Scripture and your numerous theological documents. Just issued, your new encyclical “Caritas in Veritate” inspires us to jointly serve in truth as the tools of God’s Love. We, too, believe that the revealed “truth opens and unites our minds in the lógos of love: this is the Christian proclamation and testimony of charity” (Nr. 4).

We are sincerely sorry that churches in Europe have lost their testimonial role in many ways and that they have weakened and are not able to fulfill their mission sufficiently. We admire the dynamic service of our numerous sister churches in the so-called “Two Thirds World” and we pray that we also experience a spiritual renewal and a new sense of responsibility for re-evangelization in Europe, that we also experience a development of social service and that we also be able to react to the momentuous challenges of the present truthfully and with love.

Your visit and this meeting are an encouragement for all of us. We wish that your apostolic journey to the Czech Republic fulfill its mission for the Roman Catholic Church and that it be an impetus for the spiritual ecumenism and sharing of Christ’s love by all Christians.

God bless your evangelization, teaching and pastoral service!
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