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Holy Father,

On behalf of the Czech Bishops’ Conference, I welcome you cordially and with great joy in our country. We have been looking forward to you and preparing ourselves for meeting you: by praying, contemplating faith, hope and love as well as by reading your texts in our parishes and families; so that you could find us a lively fellowship of the Church to please you.

Our hearts are open and we want to listen closely to your words so that we can contribute to the growth and beauty of the Church and to the good of the civil society we live in, by introducing the ideas into everyday life.

We are welcoming you here, in the church of Our Lady Victorious where generations have been worshiping the Infant Jesus statue whose worship has also spread into many countries of the world. Among us there are representatives of our families who, regarding His childhood, commend their children and their family lives to the Infant Jesus.

Today, together with you, we would like to commend all the families of our country to the Infant Jesus – especially those whose family life is in danger; and we would like to pray that our families desire children, accept them with love and create a sound environment and an atmosphere of living faith for them so that a new generation of Christians could grow up to become the hope of the Church.

May the Christian families set a good example of a happy family life founded in love which remains – despite various pitfalls and human weaknesses – faithful and unafraid of sacrifice.

Holy Father, welcome among us and bless us!
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